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TRANSPORTATION
Joseph Brown, Analyst

TRANSPORTATION

Mission: Build and maintain the state’s transportation system,
plan and implement new highway projects, improve pavement con-
ditions on existing roads, and assure highway safety through
appropriate design and maintenance

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND GOALS

Take care of the current road system
• Maintains, repairs, and operates the state highway

system consisting of over 6,000 miles of highways;
this is 14 percent of Utah's total highway road sys-
tem of 40,707 miles 

• Manages the state highway system that serves over
70 percent of all vehicle miles traveled in Utah

• Preserves the highway system by applying treat-
ments, and other technologies to the pavement,
extending its lifetime 

• Preserves bridges through routine inspections, seal-
ing treatments and deck pavement projects

• Maintains highways by plowing snow, maintaining
drainage, improving roadway markings, pothole
patching, and guardrail repair

Improve the highway system 
• Maximizes traffic efficiency through intelligent

transportation systems that includes the Traffic
Operations Center, cameras along the roadways,
congestion detectors in the highways, weather sen-
sors, and ramp meters at freeway interchanges

• Provides traveler information through the 511 sys-
tem, a free travel information phone number that
offers statewide updates on traffic, winter road con-
ditions, and public transit

• Operates incident management teams that patrol
Utah's roadways offering help to motorists in dis-
tress and aiding the highway patrol by managing
traffic when accidents occur 

• Removes snow and deploys over 130 snowplows
along the Wasatch Front during a major snowstorm,
using anti-icing methods to prevent black ice and
snow-packed conditions

Increase highway safety
• Focuses on improving roadway safety through pub-

lic awareness campaigns, improved design, high-
visibility signs, rumble strips, new paint striping
technologies, intersection improvements, and main-
tenance safety activities

Expand highway capacity:
• Build high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes on

Interstate 15 in Utah County
• Build Legacy Parkway project to handle traffic

between Davis and Salt Lake counties

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW

Administration 
and Other 
Operations

14%

Highway 
Construction

56%

Other Capital
4%

Highway 
Maintenance

13%

B & C Road 
Account

13%

Where Will My Taxes and Fees 

Go for Transportation?
(Total FY 2007 Funding is $936,591,200*)

General Fund 
and Restricted 

Sales Tax
28%Federal 

Funds
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Transportation 
Fund
40%

Other Funds
5%

Bonds
8%

Financing of Transportation

(Based on FY 2007 Recommendations)

Does not include transfers or beginning balances

Budget Recommendations - Transportation

*Includes funding for capital projects 
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Maintain roadway conditions at quality levels

• Increase maintenance funding to offset rising fuel
costs with a $600,000 Transportation Fund supple-
mental and a $1,200,000 ongoing Transportation
Fund appropriation

• Provide maintenance with $1,650,000 in ongoing
Transportation Fund to perform routine mainte-
nance activities and snow removal on 342.9 addi-
tional lane miles that will be added to the state sys-
tem during FY 2006 

• Start the first phase of a new maintenance manage-
ment system that will increase the efficiency of
maintaining the state highway system using
$1,000,000 of one-time Transportation Fund

• Enhance maintenance capacity by demolishing an
outdated maintenance shed in Clearfield, Utah and
replacing it with a newer more adequate shed using
$1,200,000 of one-time Transportation Fund

Preserve highway corridors before development

occurs

• Increase funding in the Corridor Preservation Fund
with a $20,000,000 General Fund supplemental; this
funding will enhance the department's ability to pre-
serve corridors before homes and businesses are
built, potentially saving the state hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars

Address capacity and safety conditions   

• Reduce traffic congestion and improve safety by
using $40,000,000 ongoing General Fund and
$80,000,000 one-time General Fund to construct a
number of congestion relief and safety projects
throughout the state

• Bond for $83,000,000 to continue building
Centennial Highway projects, including Legacy
Parkway
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FY 2006 Proposed Legislative Intent

• If funds are available, Support Services is author-
ized to not lapse up to $100,000 for data process-
ing system development.

• If funds are available, Engineering Services is
authorized to not lapse up to $100,000 for special
projects and studies.

• If funds are available, Maintenance Management
is authorized to not lapse up to $100,000 for spe-
cial project and studies, $200,000 for land and
buildings environmental cleanup, and $500,000
for land purchases.

• If funds are available, Region Management is
authorized to not lapse up to $100,000 for special
projects and studies.

• If funds are available, Equipment Management is
authorized to not lapse up to $100,000 for equip-
ment and supplies.

FY 2007 Proposed Legislative Intent

• All collections or cash income from the sale or
salvage of land and buildings are to be lapsed to
the Transportation Fund.

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE

• The number of full-time equivalents (FTEs) for
field crews may be adjusted to accommodate the
increase or decrease in the federal construction
program. No portion of the money appropriated
by this item shall be used either directly or indi-
rectly to enhance or increase appropriations made
to the department for other purposes.

• Any surplus in the Transportation Fund not oth-
erwise appropriated may be used by the depart-
ment for the construction, rehabilitation, and
preservation of state highways in Utah. The
appropriation shall fund: first, a maximum partic-
ipation with the federal government for the con-
struction of federally designated highways as pro-
vided by law; next, the rehabilitation and preserva-
tion of state highways as provided by law; and
last, the construction of state highways as funding
permits.

Budget Recommendations - Transportation
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